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Why?

If you are curious, you'll find the puzzles around you. 
If you are determined, you will solve them.
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http://www.azquotes.com/quote/737402
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/737402


Online schools in Minnesota
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/oll/







MN Public Schools Child Count 2015-2016 
Disability Distribution 



+ 6%

MN Public Schools Child Count 2015-2016 
Disability Distribution - Comprehensive Online Learning





Initial 
Conversation



Student programming

Inquiry

Time a student spends in comprehensive online program

Evaluation: initial or re-eval

Reason for referral Graduation

Transition/workforce trainingTransition to OLL 



Focused Conversation

What can be done to identify 
and support the needs 
professionals interfacing 
with students with ASD and 
families in an online 
environment?

Are students with ASD 
achieving their full potential 
after graduating from a 
comprehensive online 
learning program?

How are practitioners 
meeting the unique needs of 
students with ASD enrolled 
in comprehensive online 
programs?

Are more students with ASD 
eligibility enrolling in 
comprehensive online 
learning programs? ?



Evidence based practices and online learning

http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/evidence-based-practices

The interventions that researchers have shown to be effective are called 
evidence-based practices (EBPs). One reason for using EBPs is because, by law, 
teaching practices must be based on evidence of effectiveness.

Autism Internet Modules  http://www.autisminternetmodules.org/

Autism Focused Intervention Resources and Modules
http://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules

AFIRM Modules are designed to help you learn the step-by-step process of planning 
for, using, and monitoring an EBP with learners with ASD from birth to 22 years of 
age. 

The National Professional Development Center on Autism Spectrum Disorder

http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/evidence-based-practices
http://www.autisminternetmodules.org/
http://afirm.fpg.unc.edu/afirm-modules


http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3416540/39ab83337193

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3416540/39ab83337193


Implementation of EBPs in Online Environments
Readiness to Implement Application to Online

More Prepared
(N=8)

Less Prepared
(N>5)

Easy to Apply (N=7) Difficult to Apply
(N>4)

Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA)

Pivotal response 
training (PRT)

Reinforcement (R+) Antecedent-Based 
Interventions (ABI)

Reinforcement (R+) Functional 
Communication 
Training (FCT)

Social Narratives (SN) Exercise

Social Skills Training 
(SST)

 Video modeling (VM) Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA)

  Visual Supports (VS) Self Management (SM)
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Antecedent-based 
interventions can be used to 
decrease an identified 
interfering behavior and 
increase engagement by 
modifying the environment.



Implementation of EBPs in Online Environments
Readiness to Implement Application to Online

More Prepared
(N=8)

Less Prepared
(N>5)

Easy to Apply (N=7) Difficult to Apply
(N>4)

Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA)

Pivotal response 
training (PRT)

Reinforcement (R+) Antecedent-Based 
Interventions (ABI)

Reinforcement (R+) Functional 
Communication 
Training (FCT)

Social Narratives (SN) Exercise

Social Skills Training 
(SST)

 Video modeling (VM) Functional Behavior 
Assessment (FBA)

  Visual Supports (VS) Self Management (SM)

Self-management teaches learners 
to discriminate between 
appropriate and inappropriate 
behavior, accurately monitor and 
record their own behaviors, and 
reward themselves for appropriate 
behavior or use of skill.
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A functional behavior 
assessment can be used when 
the intensity, duration, or type 
of interfering behavior creates 
safety concerns or impacts a 
child’s development.
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Functional communication 
training can be used to 
replace interfering 
behaviors with more 
appropriate and effective 
communicative behavior.



Where are we headed?
Gather More Information
Program administrators should use this or similar surveys to evaluate and address the needs 
of their program.

Develop Supports and Targeted Training
Based on the information, a work plan should be developed to curate and disseminate 
resources for teachers utilizing the identified high-value EBPs or practices that are easily 
translated to the online environment and provide the greatest impact on learning.

Expand research
Work plan moving forward to look at accessibility of online learning curriculum and outcomes 
for special education students in Minnesota public schools (not limited to ASD).

"Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much."



Thank you to every professional who shared their 
experiences, donated their time, contributed ideas and 
most of all, trusted two MDE “bureaucrats” to peer 
behind the curtain and discover the opportunities and 
challenges that are presented by online education.



If you have further questions please contact us at: 

Jeff Plaman
Online and Digital Learning Specialist
jeff.plaman@state.mn.us 

Maci Spica, BCBA
ASD and PBIS Specialist
Doctoral Student in Special Education, CEHD 
maci.spica@state.mn.us
brow3570@umn.edu
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