
Minnesota eLearning Summit 2016

Jul 27th, 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Digital Inequity Among Tribal College Students
Hannah Buckland
hannah.buckland@lltc.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit

The Minnesota eLearning Summit conference proceedings are produced by
the University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing. Authors retain ownership
of their presentation materials. These materials are protected under
copyright and should not be used without permission unless otherwise
noted.

Hannah Buckland, "Digital Inequity Among Tribal College Students" ( July 27, 2016). Minnesota eLearning Summit. Paper 34.
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit/2016/program/34

http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit/2016?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/minnesota-elearning-summit?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/?utm_source=pubs.lib.umn.edu%2Fminnesota-elearning-summit%2F2016%2Fprogram%2F34&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Digital Inequity Among 
Tribal College Students

Hannah Buckland
Director of Library Services
Leech Lake Tribal College

hannah.buckland@lltc.edu
(218) 335-4240





Enrollment Status

Full-time

Part-time

Gender

Female

Male

Age Range <18

18-20

21-25

26-30

31-35

36-40

41-45

46-50

>50



This is not a library



Old Library
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New Library

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0uu647q_MAhXjnYMKHY80AOYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/news/3842585-leech-lake-tribal-college-founder-honored-library-dedication-wvideo&psig=AFQjCNFu-t01QesY8e_iri74jCVagjhAbA&ust=1461882379206381
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0uu647q_MAhXjnYMKHY80AOYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/news/3842585-leech-lake-tribal-college-founder-honored-library-dedication-wvideo&psig=AFQjCNFu-t01QesY8e_iri74jCVagjhAbA&ust=1461882379206381


“For tribes, gaining access to broadband is not 
just about plugging into a grid. It’s about 
establishing partnerships to construct that grid 
from the ground up and advocating for the 
policy changes needed to weave this critical 
infrastructure into the diverse geopolitical 
ecologies of Indian Country.”

Duarte, Marisa Elena. “Network Sovereignty: Understanding the Implications of Tribal Broadband 
Networks.” Diss. University of Washington, 2013.



“At present, there are over 568 federally 
recognized tribes within U.S. borders . . . Each of 
these communities—tribes and people—will, in 
the years to come, apply broadband access 
solutions according to their technical capacity 
and needs. There should be over 568 different 
solutions to acquiring broadband access in 
Indian country.”

Duarte, Marisa Elena. “Network Sovereignty: Understanding the Implications of Tribal Broadband 
Networks.” Diss. University of Washington, 2013.
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Funding Obstacles

• Federal (Bureau of Indian Education)
– Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities 

Assistance Act (1978)

– ≈$6,000 per full-time Native student

– Must be enrolled in federally recognized tribe

• State (Office of Higher Education)
– Tribal College Supplemental Grant Assistance 

Program (2013)

– $5,300 per full-time non-Native student



Reading Assessment
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Education Debt

• “the sum of all previously incurred deficits or 
opportunity gaps in education for American Indian 
communities and communities of color” (6)

• “The cumulative effect of generations of social, 
political, and economic injustice creates an unpaid 
‘education debt’ from society that results in larger 
percentages of students of color and American 
Indian students persistently achieving less than 
their white peers” (19)

MN Education Equity Partnership. 2016 State of Students of Color and American Indian Students 
Report. St. Paul, MN: MN Education Equity Partnership, 2016.





“Commit to doing things differently in 
order to achieve different results”

17



Thank you!
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