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Activities 
By Ryan Watkins 



Ice	  Breakers	  
•  Keeping it Simple - D2L Discussion Board 

with text and photo 

•  A Picture Worth a Thousand Words – Ask 
students to find a picture or pictures and 
post them in the discussion board that 
illustrate their interest, major, background, 
likes, dislikes..etc. Post a short paragraph 
explaining why they chose the images. 



Let	  me	  Introduce	  You	  



Textbook	  Reflections	  
 
•  Textbook-Ask students 

to preview the textbook 
and discuss what they 
found interesting or 
how it might be 
relevant to the course 
or their career. 

 



Tour	  My	  Favorite	  Website	  



YouTube	  Rock	  Star	  



Common	  Interest	  



Before,	  After	  and	  During	  



Find	  Someone	  Who….	  

1.  Each student send you 
an introduction. 

2.  Ask them to include 
one characteristic, 
experience or 
possession that others 
students might not 
know about.  



Find	  Someone	  Who…	  
1.  Next you randomly assign 

that information/
characteristic to the 
students. Send the 
information via email. 

2.  Create a forum in which 
they have to discuss and 
determine who the 
information is about. 



Tool	  Integration	  



Using	  Wordle	  



How	  to	  Pin	  a	  Discussion	  Board	  



http://padlet.com/rocallaghan/
D2LBrightspaceDiscussion 
 



Embedding	  Padlet	  Link	  



Embedding	  Padlet	  Link	  



Training	  and	  Support	  for	  
Students	  



Screencast-‐o-‐matic	  



YouTube	  	  
•  Several options for 

creating videos in YouTube 
•  Discussion Boards with 

YouTube Links to watch 
then respond via text/
video 

•  Presentations with slide 
shows or PowerPoints 

 



Multi	  Media	  Discussion	  Board	  



Best	  Practices	  
1.  Keep it simple 
2.  Make it fun and be creative 
3.  Think about multi-media posts 
4.  Consider various types of Ice-breakers 
5.  Make sure to test 
6.  Consider your audience 
7.  Be aware of time constraints 
8.  Keep in mind technology requirements 



Which	  one	  will	  you	  try….	  
1.  Keeping it Simple 
2.   A Picture Worth a Thousand Words  
3.   Let me Introduce You 
4.   Textbook Reflection 
5.   Tour my Favorite Website 
6.   YouTube Rock Star 
7.  Common Interest 
8.   Before, After and During 
9.   Find Someone who…. 
10.   Padlet 
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