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After participation in the 
session, learners will

1. Examine multimodal writing design 

strategies in courses.

2. Identify a variety of free technology 

programs for use in multimodal writing.

3. Describe the value of developing 

skills in multimodal writing.



Disclosures

We will identify some technology tools 

that can be used with Multimodal 

Writing during this presentation.  These 

tools have free accounts and we are not 

making any money for mentioning these 

products.  We have received no money 

or perks for making this presentation.  



Definition of Multimodal 
Writing

Multimodal writing is composition other 

than the original form or past text on a 

page.  

For example, from traditional page text 

to digital media



Examples of Multimodal 
Writing 

Electronic Posters, 

PowerPoint Presentations, 

Blogs, Wikis, 

Videos, Animations, 

Websites, Cartoons, 

Brochures, Pamphlets, 

Electronic Portfolios



National Council of Teachers 
of English 

Position Statement on Multimodal 

Literacies

(2005)



Multimodal Guide
University of Mississippi (2016)

Multimodal is changing the form of an 

idea 

Focus on the audience

Multimodal writing skills are real world 

skills

Thinking outside the box



Why Teach Multimodal 
Writing?

Communication of written and visual or 

audio information is increasingly 

multimodal

Consider your own 

Profession/Discipline/Areas of Instruction



Impacts of Multimodal 
Writing

Students who complete multimodal 

writing in the courses report that they 

integrated popular culture (Williams, 

2014)

Assignment about journalism

For example being inspired by the song 

Money by Pink Floyd and made a video 

with it

Integrated financial aspects 



Impacts of Multimodal Writing—
Connection of Research and 
Theory to Practice

Adult Learners are

• Self-motivated and self-directed

• Want control over their learning

• Internally motivated

• Need to know why learning is important

• Learning from each other



Tips for Designing Multimodal 
Writing in Your Courses

• Consider the audience in multimodal 

writing

• 250 words = one page of paper text

• Script or cc for video/animations



Tips for Designing Multimodal 
Writing in Your Courses

• Multimodal writing specific to the 

major/topic—for example care plans for 

nursing

• Incorporate technology



Take-away Ideas to Integrate 
Multimodal Writing in Your 
Courses

• Write a Paper

• Present the Paper in Class using 

PowerPoint or Prezi

• Present the Paper in an Electronic 

Poster Form 



Example of Poster:



Another way to design 
Multimodal Writing in Your 
Course

Design an inquiry or investigation 

project in which learners report their 

findings in a video.



Animoto Video

Name of 

Multimodal 

Software

Type of 

Multimodal 

Software

URL

Animoto Unlimited 

video use 

by teachers;   

Easy to 

create a 

video 

https://animoto.com/busines

s/education

To sign up for a free 

Teacher account, use this 

URL:  

https://animoto.com/educati

on/classroom

https://animoto.com/business/education
https://animoto.com/education/classroom


Combine Group work and 
Multimodal Writing

Design a project that learners can do in a 

wiki
Name of 

Free

Multimodal 

Software

Type of 

Multimodal 

Software

URL

Wiggio Wiki 

software for 

working in 

groups

https://wiggio.com

https://wiggio.com/


Infographics, Chart, Banners

Name of 

Multimodal 

Software

Type of 

Multimodal 

Software

URL

Piktochart A point and 

click program 

for students 

to make 

infographics, 

charts and 

banners.  

Easy to use!  

http://piktochart.com/

http://piktochart.com/


Infographic Example



Podcasting Example

Podcasting Assignment:

"This just in. . .“

(Jones, 2010)



Storytelling and Multimodal 
Writing

Lenters and Winters (2013) found that 

Storytelling using Multimodal Writing 

ignites process writing in fifth graders.

Story Webs

Further story development

Dramatic storytelling

Video



Storytelling and Multimodal 
Writing

Storytelling and Multimodal Writing can 

be used at all ages

Name of 

Multimodal 

Software

Type of 

Multimodal 

Software

URL

Storybird Digital 

Storytelling

with artwork

Super easy to 

use!

http://storybird.com/

http://storybird.com/


Storytelling with Video 

Name of 

Multimodal 

Software

Type of 

Multimodal 

Software

URL

Wideo Animated 

videos online

http://wideo.co/

http://wideo.co/


Summary

Multimodal Writing is important in our 

advancing and technological society in 

order to communicate.

Educators should incorporate 

multimodal writing in their courses to 

prepare learners for work after 

graduation.
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