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Teaching in the Clouds with Your Feet on the Ground
With increasing availability of Internet learning solutions and resources, teacher 
and learner live somewhere between the cloud and the classroom. Explore 
creating aggregated learning “playlists” and identifying strategies for 
implementing “cloud” applications and tools that create “personalized” 
curriculum, programs, and projects for self-learning, hybrid or flipped classrooms, 
and online courses.

Tools/Resources:
• Evernote – the Personalized Student Digital Notebook 
• Learni.st – Annotated URLs and learning documents
• Online libraries such as lynda.com: eLearning, Mobile Solutions, Shared 

Playlists & Folders
• Wikispaces.org – the FREE LMS
• MOOCs – Archived National Treasures in Education
• Strategy: The 5-Finger Rule for Picking Your Online Tools

laurie@lynda.com - Laurie Burruss Education Innovation Leader
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Laurie Burruss is. . .
ALWAYS: A storyteller,  recently a digital storyteller

NOW: Sr. Director of Education at lynda.com Online Training
Library© 
http://www.lynda.com    laurie@lynda.com

THEN: 16 years @Professor in Design at Pasadena City 
College teaching Interactive Multimedia Design

AND ALSO: 11 years as Director of the Pasadena City College Digital Media
Center serving the state of California as a regional 
resource for collaboration beween education, 
industry, and the community.
http://www.dmc-pcc.org cosmodog@pacbell.net
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keep your feet on the ground
when your head’s in the clouds

Paramore: Brick by Boring Brick, by Williams, Hayley Nichole/Farro, Joshua Neil - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A63VwWz1ij0&feature=kp   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A63VwWz1ij0&feature=kp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A63VwWz1ij0&feature=kp




grounded
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lost in space
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The self  is not something 
ready-made, but something in 
continuous formation through 
choice of  action. 



John Dewey - 1916

The self  is not something 
ready-made, but something in 
continuous formation through 
choice of  action. 



c l o u d  c o m p u t i n g
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Perfection Reality



Perfection Reality



unfamiliarity
overwhelm
uncertainty
confusion
self-doubt
fragmentation

In any new 
endeavor or 
change. . .



tim o’reilly
rethink experiences
http://ecorner.stanford.edu/authorMaterialInfo.html?mid=3105
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customer employee

retail floor plan

http://verrytechnical.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/CheckoutLines.jpg
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rethink balance

technology - pedagogy - content knowledge



rethink environment



rethink experiences



we don’t know what we don’t know



we don’t know what we don’t know

and there’s a lot we don’t know
http://www.gogamestorm.com/?author=4
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the BIG shift 
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Old School

VS

New Age
http://mastersofmedia.hum.uva.nl/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/iPadPhotoIllustration1-1024x614.jpg
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Old School New Age
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Connectors vs Connected







simple - easy - immediate
fun



tethered



tethered



tethered



tethered



untethered



untethered



untethered



untethered



untethered



untethered



Your Turn: Exercise 1  - redesign the classroom

customer employee

Typical retail floor plan:

student teacher

Typical classroom floor plan:

Create a floor plan for the untethered classroom!
You have the following:

—a projection screen/projector (long sticker)
—white board(s) (long sticker)
—1:1 mobile devices (tablets) for each student (for     
    example, an iPad cart)
—a printer/scanner if necessary
—Minimum 25 students (GREEN dots)
—1 teacher (RED dot)

What furniture would you want? - tables, chairs, etc?
Design for flow, dialog, small team work, anyone, anywhere 
in the room can project his/her screen. (no sage on the 
stage here) Keep the student experience in mind!
TIME LIMIT: 5 MIN 

The un-tethered classroom that I want
to teach/learn in (floor plan): w

w
w
.P
rin
ta
bl
eP
ap
er
.n
et

01: The un-tethered classroom that I want to teach/learn in (floor plan):

NOTES: 

Teacher Student White Board - Projection Screen

5 minutes
Pen - Pencil - Markers - Straight Edge

Point-of-view: Students



teacher & learner back in 
CONTROL

teacher & learner back in 
CONTROL

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



 CUSTOMIZATION
(The Personal Learning 

Studio - no 2 alike)

 CUSTOMIZATION
(The Personal Learning 

Studio - no 2 alike)

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



MULTI-SENSORY 
EXPERIENCES
(experience not 
memorization)

MULTI-SENSORY 
EXPERIENCES
(experience not 
memorization)

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



CONTEXTUAL LEARNING
learn what you want 

as you need it

CONTEXTUAL LEARNING
learn what you want 

as you need it

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



ACCESS
(portability)
ACCESS

(portability)

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



PERSONALIZATION
for individual learning 

styles & needs

PERSONALIZATION
for individual learning 

styles & needs

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



ENGAGEMENT
increased participation

focus on content creation

ENGAGEMENT
increased participation

focus on content creation

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



CONNECTIVITY
wifi enables internet 

+printers + projection

CONNECTIVITY
wifi enables internet 

+printers + projection

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



MANAGEMENT
with choices

MANAGEMENT
with choices

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



ACCESSBILITY
special needs
ACCESSBILITY
special needs

Why go to the clouds?          
Benefits. . .



#1
The Students

Pasadena City College Student Spring 2013



the plan
the personal strategy



5 
Finger Strategy

future

budget pedagogy
management

purpose

Turn those 5 questions into a plan - 
a project brief/proposal.



the Checklist



✓Purpose
What is the purpose of the program? Does the device/tool fit the program’s purpose?

✓Pedagogy
How does my approach to teaching change? What can I do that I couldn’t before? 
What are some ideas that I would like to try?

✓Management
How are we going to mange the devices? 
Define procedures. Support the staff. Offer Professional Development. Target the 
audience.

✓Budget
Number-crunching,  IT & staff support, room & infrastructure costs (wifi, data projector, 
etc)

✓Future: Sustainability & Growth

the Checklist



Your Turn: Exercise 2  - create a strategy

5 minutes

The Checklist
5 finger strategy

_Create a strategic proposal
_Use 5 post-its (or more)
_Write 1 - 3 sentences
  or bulleted ideas
_TIME: 5 minutes

1. Purpose

2. Pedagogy

3. Management

4. Budget

5. Future

Each table  where every member 
has completed this task wins a prize!

Purpose
What is the purpose of the program? Does the device/tool fit the program’s purpose?

Pedagogy
How does my approach to teaching change? What can I do that I couldn’t before? What are some ideas that I would like to try?

Management
How are we going to mange the devices? Define procedures. Support the staff. Offer Professional Development. Target the audience.

.

Budget
Number-crunching,  IT & staff support, room & infrastructure costs (wifi, data projector, etc)

Future
Sustainability & Growth; Institutionalization timeframe.

the Checklist
Write

your ideas
on post-its!

Point-of-view: Administrator

Pen - Pencil - Post-its

Prompts on back



1

2
3

4

5

tethered > untethered

5 
Finger Strategy



teaching
style

convenience

teachertostudent 
interaction

studenttostudent 
interaction

tasks
projects

challenges overall 
experience



teaching
style

convenience

teachertostudent 
interaction

studenttostudent 
interaction

tasks
projects

challenges overall 
experience



1. tools

http://newkidinclass.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/chlkbrd.jpg

tethered
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untethered

TOOLS

computer station to iPad
in > < out 

+ sync to ALL devices
Evernote
Dropbox
Airplay

RESULT: new class config

untethered



untethered

http://www.evernote.com

the digital notebook+

http://www.evernote.com
http://www.evernote.com


untethered

http://www.dropbox.com

the digital locker+

http://www.evernote.com
http://www.evernote.com


2. textbooks

tethered



untethered

personalized aggregator

textbook to playlist
iBooks (traditional metaphor)

learni.st
grok

RESULT: teacher & student 
collaboratively build living,

 digital course materials



http://learni.st/category/featured 

http://learni.st/users/laurie.burruss/boards/
4250-color-theory

5343
views

untethered

http://learni.st/users/laurie.burruss/boards/
4250-color-theory

http://learni.st/category/featured
http://learni.st/category/featured
http://www.learni.st.com%20
http://www.learni.st.com%20
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http://www.instagrok.com/

video

data/graphs

secondary nodes websites

http://www.instagrok.com/grok/?query=color+theory

ß

untethered

http://www.instagrok.com/
http://www.instagrok.com/
http://www.instagrok.com/grok/?query=color+theory
http://www.instagrok.com/grok/?query=color+theory


3. lecture/presentation

http://www.coetail.com/eroth/tag/death-by-powerpoint/

tethered

bye
powerpoint

http://www.coetail.com/eroth/tag/death-by-powerpoint/
http://www.coetail.com/eroth/tag/death-by-powerpoint/


untethered

syncrhonous/asynchronous
interactive presentation

teacher control
variety of engaged activities

individual learning styles
shared content creation

data report - multimedia & numbers

RESULT: teacher & student collaboratively & separately 
learn, research present,  & engage

http://www.edudemic.com/2012/11/nearpod-ipad-app/

http://www.edudemic.com/2012/11/nearpod-ipad-app/
http://www.edudemic.com/2012/11/nearpod-ipad-app/


untethered

Step 1:
Content Tool

Step 2:
Nearpod Teacher

Step 3:
Nearpod Student

Step 4:
Reporting Tool



PIN	
  NUMBER
(to	
  login)

untethered



4. libraries/resources

tethered

lynda.com photo



untethered

libraries go digital
accessible online 

resources

anytime, anywhere
no shame, no blame

short, bite-sized content
searchable

watch again & again

RESULT: 
another “expert” voice in the 

classroom
students seek out many points-of-view

teacher free to do engage more in-
class

time management
flipped classroom model



http://www.lynda.com

PLAYLISTS are here! The NEW digital bookshelf.
Create a new playlist.
Share a new playlist.
Send to URL link, email, facebook, twitter, linked in.

elearning courses are here!

untethered

Teaching with the iPad
SETTING UP THE CLASSROOM
CREATING A CLASSROOM RESEARCH PROJECT

with Laurie Burruss

http://www.lynda.com
http://www.lynda.com


http://www.lynda.com

PLAYLISTS are here! The NEW digital bookshelf.
Create a new playlist.
Share a new playlist.
Send to URL link, email, facebook, twitter, linked in.

elearning courses are here!

untethered

Teaching with the iPad
SETTING UP THE CLASSROOM
CREATING A CLASSROOM RESEARCH PROJECT

with Laurie Burruss

http://www.lynda.com
http://www.lynda.com
http://www.lynda.com/iOS-tutorials/Teaching-iPad-Creating-Classroom-Research-Project/132716-2.html
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Class Central | Free online courses AKA MOOC aggregator
   http://www.class-central.com/ 

untethered

http://www.class-central.com
http://www.class-central.com


archiving our educational 
“national treasures”

quality
large production teams

essential nuggets of lectures
short, bite size

academic “stars”
pedagogy & rigor
(ivy league for all)

moocs

untethered

https://www.coursera.org/course/secrets

https://www.coursera.org/course/secrets
https://www.coursera.org/course/secrets


5. classroom

tethered
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http://thebluereview.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Ashley_tasmanian-classroom-e1361393856668.jpg

 CLASSROOMS
 then (1950) > now (2013)
 enter the Learning Management System (LMS)

wikispaces.com
 RESULT:
 classroom management
 project-based learning
 safe social networking
 knowledge communities 
 (that live beyond the semester)
 online & remote learning

untethered

http://thebluereview.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Ashley_tasmanian-classroom-e1361393856668.jpg
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untethered

http://art31a-sp13.wikispaces.com/ http://www.wikispaces.com
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N
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O
N

Wikispace Discussion: Your 10 Favorite 
Wordpress Sites (name, URL, your favorite reasoning, 
rating, initials, post-date): Design for the Internet, Art 198, 
Pasadena City College, Instructor, Laurie Burruss, Fall 
2011: https://art198.wikispaces.com/Favorite+WordPress+Sites.

wikispaces: 
online research, polling, surveys

untethered

https://art198.wikispaces.com/Favorite+WordPress+Sites
https://art198.wikispaces.com/Favorite+WordPress+Sites


Cloud Challenge
5 tools

_Choose a project, challenge, 
  or research idea
_Select 5 tools for your project
  (think form factors/processes)
_Use 5 post-its to name tool
_Title your project/challenge
_Determine project goal
  (academic rigor, pedagogy, 
  subject matter expertise in. . .)
TIME: 5 minutes

FEEDBACK:
2 minutes to choose 3 favorite
projects in the room

Project/Challenge:___________________________________________________________________________

Why?What?How?:___________________________________________________________________________

2
3 4

5
1

03: 5 tool challenge

Your Turn: Exercise 3  - choose 5 tools for your project

5 minutes

Write the 
tool name/app

on post-its!

Point-of-view: Teacher/Professor

Pen - Pencil - Post-its



rethink experiences



rethink experiences
create a strategy



rethink experiences



rethink experiences
define the goal

What actions/experience can I design here? Give them meaning & context.



rethink experiences



rethink experiences
select the tools



rethink experiences



rethink experiences
build them      



http://spatial.ly/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/flights_sml.jpg

 pilotage:
n.(a navigational technique) use of fixed visual 
references or landmarks on ground or sea 
by means of sight to guide oneself to a destination
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 pilotage:
n.(a navigational technique) use of fixed visual 
references or landmarks on ground or sea 
by means of sight to guide oneself to a destination

Losing Our Way in the World
By John Edward Juthe, Porfessor of Physics, Harvard
New York Times, July 20, 2013

Over time, I was able to orient myself at night by stars, 
and during the day using shadows cast by trees.

Acquiring these skills wasn’t a matter of armchair 
learning. It was a process of getting outside, 
observing and creating a kind of mental scaffolding 
to organize my observations.

After a year of this endeavor, something dawned on me: 
the way I viewed the world had palpably changed. The 
sun looked different, as did the stars.

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/21/opinion/sunday/losing-our-
way-in-the-world.html?ref=contributors&_r=0 

http://spatial.ly/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/flights_sml.jpg
http://spatial.ly/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/flights_sml.jpg
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perception
physcial          spatial

physcial spatial

perception

http://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/celestial-navigation-birds

http://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/celestial-navigation-birds
http://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/celestial-navigation-birds


Experiences in order to be educative must lead out into an expanding 
world of subject matter, a subject matter of facts or information and 
of ideas. 

This condition is satisfied only as the educator views teaching and 
learning as a continuous process of reconstruction of experience. 

John Dewey (1859-1952), U.S. philosopher and educator. Experience and Education, ch. 7 (1938).



Laurie Burruss

Sr Director of Education

lynda.com

laurie@lynda.com
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