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Quick Quality WebQuests: 
Tips to Rapidly Create an 
Excellent Virtual 
Educational Activity 



It can take 8 or more hours to develop 

a quality WebQuest. This session will 

provide some practical ways to quickly 

create a quality WebQuest.   

What you will learn 
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Outcomes/Takeaways 
1. explain how to quickly create a 

framework for WebQuests. 

2. describe how and where to find 
websites and materials to fill in the 
WebQuest framework. 

3. identify WebQuest websites that can 
use for WebQuest creation and 
hosting. 
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Feel free to “chime-in” 
We like interactive presentations and 

many ideas, so feel free to ask questions 

or share your own experiences as we 

discuss some quick and easy ways for 

developing quality WebQuests! 
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What is a WebQuest? 
Bernie Dodge and Tom March created the 

WebQuest as a teaching/learning method 

in 1995 (Dodge, n.d.). Dodge defines 

WebQuests as “an inquiry-oriented 

activity in which some or all of the 

information that learners interact with 

comes from the internet” (1995, p. 10)  
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What is a WebQuest? 
• Web-based teaching/learning tool 

• Critical/higher order thinking  

• Technology teaching tool K-12 and higher ed.  

• Interactive  

• Constructivist approach  

• Inquiry-based  

• Scaffolded learning/Blooms Taxonomy  
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The Learner’s Perspective  
• Actively engaged 

• Analysis 

• Reflection 

• Discovery 

• Helpful sources 

• Prompted them to think 

•  Enjoyable experience 
7 Leibold & Schwarz (2014) 



6 critical attributes (Dodge 1995) 

1. an introduction  

2. task  

3. information sources used to 
complete the task  

4. process for completing the task  

5. guidance 

6. a conclusion 
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Example (created in Quest Garden) 

Note: Click 

image to go to 

WebQuest 

website: 

http://questgar

den.com/q/tran

scultural 
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http://questgarden.com/q/transcultural
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•We prefer Quest Garden 

•www.questgarden.com  

•Created by Bernie Dodge 

•Helpful step-by-step 

•Tips 

 

10 Image Courtesy of Questgarden.com 

http://www.questgarden.com/


Example (created in Quest Garden) 
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Tip for Sketching out a  
Sound Framework 

Follow a logical, step-

wise process 
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Step #1:  Choose a Topic First 

• Often a course topic or lends to 

assignment 

• Use as title 

• Tell about in intro 

• Should lend itself to being online 
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Example Topics/Titles 
• The Family Cultural Nursing Assessment 

• Academic Integrity 

• Complementary and Alternative Modalities 

• Biology:  The human cell 

• The Art of Short Story Writing 

• Explore Italy 
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Example Introduction Showing Title 
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Step #2: Now Choose Task 

• What do you want your learners to do?  

• Explain in the “task” area of the 

WebQuest 

• Be sure the task is suitable for a 

WebQuest 
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Example Task 

The task for this WebQuest is to 

explore the concepts of transcultural 

family nursing care, marginalized 

populations and diversity as 

preparation for the Family Cultural 

Assessment Interview Assignment.  
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Task Explained on Task Page 

Task & 

Explanation 

  
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Choose a Design Pattern at this Point 
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More 
Examples 
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Step #3: Create Objectives 
• Based on the Task 
• Usually objectives for the course unit or 

project 
• Keep to 3-4 at most 
• List on Task Page 
• Use Blooms & Scaffolding 
• Make measurable 
• Use to form process for WebQuest 
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Example Objectives 
After active participation in this Nursing 
WebQuest, the learner will: 

1. Reflect on and discuss in writing own 
cultural identity 

2. Discuss transcultural nursing 
and culturally competent nursing care of 
families 

3. Apply social and cultural factors related to 
the care of diverse populations through 
discussion. 

 
23 



Objectives Shown on Task Page 

Objectives  
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Step #4: Outline Process  

• Use Objectives to create the 

process, one objective per step in 

the process 

• Scaffold 

• Heading for each step in the 

process 
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Helpful Layout Format (steps): 
 

• First (phase 1) 

• Next (phase 2) 

• Finally (phase 3) 

 

• Voki Avatars idea to que reader 

on what to do next 
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Alternate Process 
• Phase 1: gives information for performing 

task. 

• Phase 2: the thinking work takes place. 
Transform information in some way: think 
about ideas, make determinations, etc. 

• Phase 3: create something reflecting what 
they thought about in Phase 2. It is the final 
result of the task (write paper or poem, 
prepare for interview, trip, discussion)  
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Quest Garden (n.d.) 



Example 
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 Step # 5 Choose Resources 
• Choose resources for the process 

• Many types of Websites & Materials 

• Fill in the process 

• Can be several resources used for each of 
the objectives-use scaffolding here also. 

• Use verbiage to link to what learners will be 
doing. 

29 



Process Section 
“The Process section comes closest to 

looking like a traditional lesson plan. It 

spells out step by step what the learners 

will do, how they'll interact with you, each 

other, and with information. This is where 

you take advantage of your knowledge of 

how to craft collaborative work.” 

30 

Quest Garden Process Advice (n.d.-a) 



Example: 
Note the 
hyperlinks in 
blue, the 
connecting 
verbiage and 
instructions 
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Tips for Websites/Materials 
• Easy to embed in Quest Garden 

• “Googling” helps find 

• Pre-quiz to test knowledge 

• Survey to look at attitudes (introspection) 

• Professional Websites (.org, .edu) 

• Prezis, PPTs 

• Videos-Youtube, instructor created, films 
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More Tips for Materials 
• Link to library articles 
• Interactive websites 
• Polling websites 
• Instructor created videos 
• Finding  the right tool website: 

http://webtools4u2use.wikispaces.com/Finding+the+Ri
ght+Tool 

• See handout and PPT for yesterday’s presentation 
Free and Dirt Cheap Teaching Tech Tools: 
Priceless for more ideas (e.g.Voki, Glogster, Animoto) 
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Step #6 Create Evaluation 
• Let learners know how and where 

they will be evaluated 

• Examples:  Paper, project, 
discussion, poem, quiz, report, in 
classroom or recorded 
demonstration 

• We highly suggest using a rubric 

34 



Step #7 Add Images/Photos next 
•Don’t be tempted to do this earlier-save time 

by doing all at once 

•Respect Copyright (all rights reserved) 

•Creative Commons (some rights reserved) 

•Own Photos or Images 

•Be sure to state “courtesy of” 
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Where to find Photos (see handout) 
•Flickr Creative Commons 

•MorgueFile 

•Free Photos Bank 

•Digital Saskatchewan (and it goes well beyond SK) 

•Free Foto 

•Free Pixels 

•Flickr Stock Repository 

•Wikimedia Commons 

•American Memory 

•Pics4Learning 

•ArtServe (art and architecture from the Mediterrean and Japan) 

•PBase World Gallery (amateur photos organized by country) 

 

36 Quest Garden (n.d.-b) 

http://flickr.com/creativecommons/
http://www.morguefile.com/
http://www.freephotosbank.com/
http://digitalsask.nesd.ca/index.php
http://www.freefoto.com/index.jsp
http://www.freefoto.com/index.jsp
http://www.freepixels.com/
http://www.flickr.com/groups/stock/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amhome.html
http://pics.tech4learning.com/index.php
http://rubens.anu.edu.au/
http://www.pbase.com/world
http://www.pbase.com/world
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Clipart Websites (see handout) 
•Clip-Art.com 
•Florida Center for Instructional Technology 
•Pics 4 Learning 
•School Clip Art 
•Clip Art for Teachers 
•Discovery School Clip Art 
•Clip Art Searcher 
•Kids Domain Clip Art 
•Awesome Clip Art for Kids 
 

37 Quest Garden (n.d-b.) 

http://www.clip-art.com/
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Personal Favorites 
• Own Photos 

◦ Free & Copyright free! 

◦ Fun to share ! 

• Bing.com photos & videos 

◦ Search, then choose license 

◦ Narrow to “public domain” 

◦ Has safety setting 

38 Image from Bing.com photo search 



Examples From Process 
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Step #7 Evaluation-Tips: 
◦End result of Task 

◦Write paper 

◦Perform Interview 

◦Discussion questions 

◦Post Quiz 

◦Rubric 

◦Project  
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Example Evaluation Page 
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Step #8 Conclusion-Tips 

• Wrap up summary of what the 

learners did in the WebQuest, what 

the task was 

• Can also add some further 

resources to stimulate learner to go 

on 

42 



Example Conclusion 
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WebQuest Creation Websites 

• Quest Garden: http://questgarden.com/ 

◦Free for 30 days, then $20/2 years 

◦Presenters’ favorite 

• TeacherWeb: www.teacherweb.com   

◦$27/year 

• zWebQuest (zunal): http://zunal.com 

◦Free  
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• For more information on WebQuests 

• Most complete source of information 

about WebQuests 

• Created by Dr. Bernie Dodge 
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Questions? 
•Thank you for attending our presentation! 

 

•Laura Schwarz, DNP, RN, CNE:  

•laura.schwarz@mnsu.edu 

 

•Nancyruth Leibold, EdD, RN, PHN, CNE: 
nancyruthleibold@smsu.edu  
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