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Who Benefits from Text to Speech

• Low Illiteracy

• Dyslexia

• Multi-taskers

• Returning Adults

• Mobile Users

• Low Vision or No Vision

• Cognitive or other Disabilities

• ELL-English Language Learners



The Workings of Text-to-Speech

▪ Text-to-Speech technology is a valuable element in making 

online content more accessible for “less skilled readers”:



Missouri Assistive Technology Study 

Improved Student Outcomes

▪ Utilizing the performance measures required of all states by the IDEA 

State Performance Plan (SPP) the following outcomes were realized for 

these students. 

▪ 95% graduated on time (one completed a trade program)

▪ 85% improved academic achievement (evidenced through improved 

grades)

▪ 55% increased time in regular education and decreased time in 

special education

▪ 95% decreased reliance on human assistance

▪ 55% increased parent satisfaction (evidenced by unsolicited 

positive parental contact)

 Link: http://www.at.mo.gov/documents/tts-summary-june08.doc.

http://www.at.mo.gov/documents/tts-summary-june08.doc


Research Tells Us

▪ Students who fall behind as readers read less; this, in turn, can 

increase the skills gap between struggling readers and their peers.

▪ Self-Efficacy (belief in oneself as a reader) is half the battle in helping 

students learn to read.

▪ Choice- in what to read, when to read, and how to read- acts as a 

powerful motivator for all students and especially for those who 

struggle with reading.

▪ Text-to-speech technology facilitates student choice, differentiation, 

and self-advocacy.

▪

From The Voice of Text-to-Speech Technology: One Possible Solutions 

for Struggling Readers? By Dr. Michelann Parr



Library resources used by secondary and college 
students for school research with magazine and 
book content updated daily

Educational assessment solutions for the early 
learner, K–12, and adult basic education markets.

E-textbook platform used to replace the printed 
textbook for college students

E-textbook used by secondary school students 
and teachers at school and home

Publishers: Examples

Library resources used by secondary and college 
students for school research with magazine and 
book content updated daily

../../../../../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/OLKDCF6/search.ebscohost.com


MindTap: Cengage eBook platform
See outcomes improvement link below in notes



TTS in education is here to stay

▪ TTS makes educational methods stronger 

and better: “enhancing the learning 

experience”

▪ Article http://gettingsmart.com/2015/06/is-

text-to-speech-technology-beneficial-for-

struggling-readers/

http://gettingsmart.com/2015/06/is-text-to-speech-technology-beneficial-for-struggling-readers/


Human Voices in ReadSpeaker

Mobile Friendly

Easy to Use

Cost Effective

High Quality Voices

Customizable



Text to Speech: ReadSpeaker LTI

• Change Highlighting and text font 

colors

• Speed up or Slow Down Reading

• Increase text visibility



Improve Student Outcomes 
Meet Universal Design Needs



Read Quizzes with LTI

▪ ReadSpeaker LTI Example

▪ Sign up for Free Textaid Account—

but must be LTI to read D2L 

Discussions and Quizzes!



Demo & QUESTIONS???



Thank You For Attending

▪ Karen LaPlant 

Karen.LaPlant@hennepintech.edu
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