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Abstract

In a world dominated by narratives of control, conflict, and dystopia, envisioning a future based on
partnership principles is both a revolutionary and a necessary endeavor. This paper explores the
transformative potential of a partnership-based society, where cooperative relationships replace
hierarchical structures, and mutual respect and collaboration become the cornerstones of social,
economic, and environmental interactions. By drawing on cultural transformation work and Indigenous
wisdom, this paper outlines a comprehensive vision for education, agriculture, urban development,

governance, and social inclusion in a partnership world.
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The current global landscape is often characterized by domination and conflict,
fostering a pervasive sense of dystopia. A dystopian world can be defined as an imagined
universe where oppressive societal control is maintained through various means (Dillon
& Connell, 2017). This control often involves corporate, bureaucratic, technological,
moral, or totalitarian systems. In such a world, the illusion of a perfect society is upheld,
masking the harsh realities and injustices that lie beneath the surface (Dillon & Connell,
2017). In contrast, partnership theories emphasize the importance of envisioning and

co-designing a future rooted in partnership.

Produced by University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing, 2024 1



Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, Vol. 11 [2024], Iss. 2, Article 4.

In this paper, we imagine a future where partnership, rather than domination, guides
our interactions with each other in a cooperative nature. Such a future is essential for
creating a sustainable, equitable, and thriving world. We hope this paper will
contribute to the discourse on building a partnership world, offering a vision of a future

where cooperation and equity are the guiding principles.

The partnership model, as proposed by Riane Eisler (2007) and other scholars (Courtney
et al., 1996), serves as the foundation of this paper. Surrounding the main idea of active
involvement and self-care actions of individuals (Courtney et al., 1996), the partnership
model is an important approach in working with underserved, vulnerable, and/or
minority populations (Courtney et al., 1996). Guided by the partnership model, the
hierarchies of domination and isolated professions could be broken down, and highly-
functioning, collaborative teams could be built up (Eisler & Potter, 2014). The
partnership model contrasts with dominator cultures, highlighting the benefits of

societies organized around equitable, respectful, and cooperative relationships.

Contemporary partnership models originate with Riane Eisler’s cultural transformation
theory, as presented in her book The Chalice and the Blade: Our History, Our Future
(1988). This theory provided a framework to guide the shift from fragmented thinking
to systematic thinking, and from human domination to partnership interconnectedness
(Gilbertson et al., 2019). It impacted the hierarchical structures of the world
tremendously, especially in the health-care and education arenas (Kennedy Oehlert,
2015).

Domination and partnership paradigms have distinct features. In domination-oriented
systems, social structures are rigidly hierarchical, with one-way communication and
leaders who use “power over” tactics to maintain control, often employing shame,
blame, and fear to sustain stability (Gilbertson et al., 2019). Domination can be
reflected in autocratic classrooms, mindsets defining men over women, and/or

organizational cultures emphasizing supervisor over employer.
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Conversely, partnership systems are characterized by mutual respect and high value
placed on each member’s unique contributions. Communication is bi-directional, and
both challenge-taking and innovation are encouraged (Gilbertson et al., 2019).
Partnership can be reflected in a collaboration relationship among members of an
organization, encouraging different opinions from people with various backgrounds,

and/or mutual respect not limited by social hierarchy and economic status.

Indigenous philosophies, which emphasize the interconnectedness of all life and the
importance of communal well-being (Watene, 2022), also inform this vision. Indigenous
philosophy broadly refers to the ideas of Indigenous peoples pertaining to the nature of
the world, human existence, ethics, ideal social and political structures (Watene, 2022).
Indigenous philosophies emphasize the importance of nourishing and regenerative
relationships. It focuses on inclusive, justice, well-being, and development (Watene,
2022).

Partnership theory and Indigenous philosophies often intersect in their emphasis on
relationality and interconnectedness. They both value relationships based on respect,
mutual benefit, and sustainability. With the 10th anniversary of the Interdisciplinary
Journal of Partnership Studies, | would like to imagine a future world built on
partnership theory and Indigenous philosophies, to portray a more inclusive and

sustainable world picture.

Building a Partnership World

A partnership world posits that all human social structures, including families,
organizations, and nations, will shift from relationships of domination to relationships
of partnership (Gilbertson et al., 2019). With the mutual respect and cooperative
relationships that a partnership world calls for, people can live and work collaboratively,
inclusively, and sustainably. This is evident in partnership cultures such as nomadic
forager societies from 10,000 years ago, which were the oldest known form of human

social organization (Eisler, 2019). With the efforts of the society and individuals, we
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saw a trending equitable world on the track of achieving partnership, an opposite to
the trends of the later colonial period. Seeing through the partnership lens, we are

calling everyone to work together to build a partnership world in the future.

Education in a Partnership World

Driven by Goal 4 of the Sustainable Development Goals proposed by the United Nations
(2015), institutional initiatives and campus operations have been implemented
worldwide to promote education sustainability (Biancardi et al., 2023). In a partnership-
based future, education systems will be designed to foster critical thinking, empathy,
and collaborative problem-solving (Davis, 2024). Curricula integrate Indigenous
knowledge and contemporary scientific understanding, emphasizing holistic and
experiential learning (Davis, 2024). Classrooms become spaces of mutual respect,
where students and teachers engage in dialogue. Education is accessible and equitable

for all, regardless of socioeconomic status (Davis, 2024).

Agriculture and Food Systems

Over the past 60 years, the productivity of agriculture and food systems has increased
significantly (National Academies of Sciences et al., 2022). We celebrate achievements
of the agriculture and food systems, but meanwhile we also need to see the expenses
which were incurred by these gains. Loss of biodiversity, degradation of soil, scarcity
of water, runoff of chemicals, and greenhouse gas emissions are impacting our natural
and human systems tremendously (National Academies of Sciences et al., 2022).
Furthermore, given the achievements, it is estimated that 800 million people are still

affected by hunger worldwide (National Academies of Sciences et al., 2022).

The Government-University-Industry Research Roundtable of the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (2022) proposed the aim of producing more food
with more nutrients and less environmental impact. With that effort made, agricultural
practices in a partnership world will prioritize sustainability, biodiversity, and food
sovereignty. Regenerative agriculture and permaculture principles will guide farming,

restoring ecosystems and promoting resilience against climate change (Frietsch et al.,
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2023). Community-supported agriculture models flourish, strengthening local
economies and ensuring that all people have access to nutritious food (Frietsch et al.,
2023). Traditional agricultural knowledge, particularly from Indigenous cultures, will
be integrated into modern practices, creating a harmonious balance between

innovation and tradition (Frietsch et al., 2023).

Urban Development and Infrastructure

With the development of materials and technology, massive urbanization has expanded
rapidly. However, challenges such as transportation inefficiency, energy insufficiency,
air pollution, water pollution, lack of housing space, and uneven health resources still
exist (Anwar et al., 2017). With the necessity for sustainable infrastructures in mind
(e.g., safe roads, better housing, purified water, access to energy and modern health
care) (Anwar et al., 2017), cities in a partnership future will be designed for the well-
being of all inhabitants. Through public-private partnerships, urban planning will
prioritize green spaces, sustainable transportation, and affordable housing (Anwar et
al., 2017). Mixed-use developments will encourage community interaction and reduce
environmental impact. Smart city technologies will enhance connectivity and efficiency
(Anwar et al., 2017), but implemented with ethical considerations and community input.
Public spaces will become centers for cultural exchange and civic engagement,

fostering a sense of belonging and shared responsibility.

Governance and Political Systems

The Open Government Partnership was launched during the 2011 United Nations
General Assembly meeting (Open Government Partnership, 2024). Since then, aims for
the governance and political systems were gradually transformed to promoting
transparency, empowering citizens, fighting corruption, and harnessing new
technologies (Piotrowski et al., 2022). Working with civil societies, governments
created action plans for concrete reforms. Issues such as justice, gender, governance,
civic space, natural resources, and corruptions were addressed step by step (Open

Government Partnership, 2024).
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Imaging the future, governance structures in a partnership-based society will be
inclusive, transparent, and participatory. Decision-making processes will involve
diverse stakeholders, ensuring that policies reflect the needs and aspirations of all
community members. Decentralized governance models will empower local
communities, promoting self-determination and accountability (Selfgovs, 2023). Legal
systems will prioritize restorative justice, focusing on rehabilitation and reconciliation
rather than punishment (Meng, 2020). International relations will be characterized by
cooperation and mutual respect, with global institutions dedicated to peace building

and sustainable development (Meng, 2020).

Social Inclusion and Equity

As iterated in Eisler’s (1988) cultural transformation theory, cultural transformation
actions play a crucial role in challenging discriminatory norms (domination) and
fostering inclusive attitudes (partnership). A partnership world actively works to
dismantle systemic inequalities and promote social justice (United Nations, 2006).
Policies and initiatives will be designed to uplift marginalized groups, ensuring that
everyone has equal opportunities to thrive. This includes comprehensive healthcare,
affordable housing, and access to education and employment. Efforts to preserve and
revitalize Indigenous languages and cultures will be prioritized, recognizing their

invaluable contributions to our collective heritage (United Nations, 2006).

Impact on our Future

Having gone through the traumatic COVID-19 pandemic period, the world is much more
connected by virtual technologies than before (Haven, 2023). However, even with the
digital interactions and virtual connections available, people are feeling much more
isolated and lonelier than before the pandemic, especially among those individuals who
spend significant amounts of time on social media platforms (Haven, 2023). One of the
main reasons for this paradox is attributable to the lack of in-depth in-person

conversations, where emotional connections could be reached at a higher level (Haven,
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2023) and cooperation and collaborations could be better established through close

face-to-face interactions (Palopoli, 2022).

With the global partnerships that have been built, either online or in person, cultural
knowledge, opportunities, and challenges are expanding. As humans we share common
social responsibility aiming to achieve mutual support, increase trust and
communication, enhance collaboration between different parties, and reach
sustainable outcomes and greater inclusivity (United Nations, 2015). The partnership
world will eventually change various domains of our life, including social, economic,
and environmental aspects, especially for vulnerable populations and for Nature
(United Nations, 2015).

Vulnerable Populations

The partnership world will provide a platform for members of historically oppressed
and marginalized groups to voice their needs and perspectives (European Commission,
2023). Specifically, it will include more equitably developed policies and practices to
improve equal access to resources, social inclusion, resilience, and adaptability, which

will lead to improved outcomes (European Commission, 2023).

Children and elders are frequently categorized as the most vulnerable populations due
to their unique physical, social, and economic characteristics (Feine, 2023). The
partnership world will provide an environment that supports children’s physical,
emotional, and intellectual development. Education systems will need to be
consistently child-centered, by fostering opportunities for creativity, critical thinking,
communication, and collaboration (Thornhill-Miller et al., 2023). Elders’ well-being will
need to be prioritized by community partners, valuing the wisdom and experience of

members of this population (Pillemer et al., 2022).
With a technology-immersed world, partnerships can significantly impact vulnerable
populations by leveraging advancements like Artificial Intelligence (Al) technology to

address disparities in areas such as education (Salas-Pilco et al., 2022) and identity
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protection (Jeyaraman et al., 2023). For instance, collaborations between tech

companies and educational institutions can develop Al-driven tools that offer

personalized learning experiences, improving educational outcomes for underprivileged
students (Salas-Pilco et al., 2022). Additionally, partnership innovations focused on
digital security can safeguard individuals from threats such as identity theft or breaches,
which disproportionately affect vulnerable communities (Jeyaraman et al., 2023). By
combining resources and expertise, these alliances will have the opportunity to enhance
access, protect personal data, and ultimately foster greater equity and resilience

among those at high risk (Jeyaraman et al., 2023).

Relationship with Environment

Partnerships play a crucial role in addressing environmental challenges, particularly as
climate change accelerates and global populations grow (King et al., 2023). A
partnership future recognizes the intrinsic nature of harmonious coexistence.
Environmental stewardship is a core principle, guiding policies and practices that
protect and restore natural ecosystems (McLeod et al., 2024). Indigenous environmental
knowledge informs sustainable land and resource management, ensuring that
development does not come at the expense of ecological health (McLeod et al., 2024).
Communities actively engage in conservation efforts, understanding that their well-

being is intimately connected to the health of the planet (McLeod et al., 2024).

By fostering collaboration between governments, businesses, and communities, these
partnerships enable the pooling of resources, expertise, and innovative solutions to
tackle issues such as carbon emissions and habitat loss effectively (Everard et al., 2017).
As a result, partnerships can drive the adoption of sustainable practices, promote the
development of green technologies, and support the restoration of ecosystems. Through
coordinated efforts, partnerships not only help mitigate the impacts of climate change
but also pave the way for a more resilient and sustainable future for our planet (Everard
et al., 2017).
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Conclusion

Imagining a partnership-based future requires a radical shift in our values and behaviors,
and a return to ways we once lived. This paper has outlined a vision where education,
agriculture, urban development, governance, and social inclusion are all guided by
ancient principles of cooperation, respect, and sustainability. By drawing on cultural
transformation work and Indigenous wisdom, we can co-create a future that is equitable,
resilient, and thriving. It is a future where all people, including vulnerable populations

and the rest of nature, can flourish in harmony.

References

Anwar, B., Xiao, Z., Akter, S., & Rehman R. U. (2017). Sustainable urbanization and
development goals strategy through public-private partnerships in a South-Asian metropolis.
Sustainability, 9(11), 1940. https://doi.org/10.3390/su9111940

Biancardi, A., Colasante, A., & D'Adamo, I. (2023). Sustainable education and youth
confidence as pillars of future civil society. Scientific Reports, 13(1), 955.
https://doi.org/10.1038/541598-023-28143-9

Courtney, R., Ballard, E., Fauver, S., Gariota, M., & Holland, L. (1996). The

partnership model: Working with individuals, families, and communities toward a new vision of
health. Public Health Nursing (Boston, Mass.), 13(3), 177-186. https://doi.org/10.1111/7.1525-
1446.1996.tb00238.x

Davis, C. C. (2024). How collaborative partnerships are reshaping the educational

landscape. https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-collaborative-partnerships-reshaping-

educational-davis-m-ed--2fffc
Dillon E. M. & Connell S. (2017). Government representation in dystopian literature.
Literature and Digital Diversity. https://litdigitaldiversity.northeastern.edu/government-
representation-in-dystopian-literature/
Eisler, R. (1988). The chalice and the blade: Our history, our future. HarperCollins.
Eisler, R. (2007). The real wealth of nations: Creating a caring economics. Berrett-Koehler Publishers.
Eisler, R. (2019). The original partnership societies. In Nurturing our humanity: How
domination and partnership shape our brains, lives, and future, Chapter 7. Oxford Academic.
https://doi.org/10.1093/0s0/9780190935726.003.0007
Eisler, R., & Potter, T. (2014). Breaking down the hierarchies. Nursing Management

Produced by University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing, 2024 9


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-023-28143-9
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1525-1446.1996.tb00238.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1525-1446.1996.tb00238.x
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/how-collaborative-partnerships-
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190935726.003.0007

Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, Vol. 11 [2024], Iss. 2, Article 4.

(Harrow, London, England: 1994), 21(5), 12. https://doi.org/10.7748/nm.21.5.12.513

European Commission. (2023). Just transition platform working groups action 7:

Guidelines to engage with people living in vulnerable situations.
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/funding/just-transition-fund/guidelines-engage-
people-vulnerable-situations. pdf

Everard, M., Longhurst, J.W.S., Pontin, J.G., Stephenson, W., & Brooks, J. (2017).
Developed-developing world partnerships for sustainable development (1): An ecosystem
services perspective. Ecosystem Services, 24, 241-252.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoser.2016.09.020

Feine J. S. (2023). Considering the vulnerable populations of young and old. JDR
Clinical and Translational Research, 8(1), 4-5. https://doi.org/10.1177/23800844221141630

Frietsch, M., Loos, J., Lohr, K., Sieber, S., & Fischer, J. (2023). Future proofing
ecosystem restoration through enhancing adaptive capacity. Communications Biology, 6(1),
377. https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04736-y

Gilbertson, M., Craft, M., & Potter, T. (2019). Planetary grand challenges: A call for
interdisciplinary partnerships. Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies,
6(1), 1-17. https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v6i1.1976

Haven. (2023). Experiencing Loneliness in a World of Online Social Connection.

https://havenpsychology.com.au/experiencing-loneliness-in-a-world-of-online-social-

connection/

Jeyaraman, M., Balaji, S., Jeyaraman, N., & Yadav, S. (2023). Unraveling the ethical
enigma: Artificial intelligence in healthcare. Cureus, 15(8), e43262.
https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.43262

Kennedy Oehlert, J. (2015). Themes in health care culture: Application of Cultural

Transformation Theory. Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, 2 (1), Article 6.
Available at: http://pubs.lib.umn.edu/ijps/vol2/iss1/6

King, J. S., Manning, J., & Woodward, A. (2023). In this together: International
collaborations for environmental and human health. The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics: A
Journal of the American Society of Law, Medicine & Ethics, 51(2), 271-286.
https://doi.org/10.1017/jme.2023.82

McLeod, L. J., Kitson, J. C., Dorner, Z., Tassell-Matamua, N. A., Stahlmann-Brown,

P., Milfont, T. L., & Hine, D. W. (2024). Environmental stewardship: A systematic scoping
review. PloS One, 19(5), e0284255. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0284255
Meng, M. (2020). Decolonizing Law through Restorative Justice. Harvard International

Review. https://hir.harvard.edu/decolonizing-law-through-restorative-justice/

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Policy and Global Affairs,

https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v11i2.6292 10



https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v11i2.6292
https://doi.org/10.7748/nm.21.5.12.s13
https://havenpsychology.com.au/experiencing-loneliness-in-a-world-of-online-social-connection/
https://havenpsychology.com.au/experiencing-loneliness-in-a-world-of-online-social-connection/
https://doi.org/10.7759/cureus.43262
https://doi.org/10.1017/jme.2023.82
https://hir.harvard.edu/decolonizing-law-through-restorative-justice/

Lei: Building a Partnership World

Government-University-Industry Research Roundtable, & Whitacre, P. (Eds.). (2022).
Supporting cross-sector partnerships for food security and sustainability: Proceedings of a
workshop—in brief. National Academies Press (US).
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/read/26689/chapter/1

Open Government Partnership. (2024). Policy areas.
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/

Palopoli, B. (2022). Why face-to-face meetings matter for strategic partnerships.
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-face-to-face-meetings-matter-strategic-bina-palopoli/

Pillemer, K., Nolte, J., Schultz, L., Yau, H., Henderson, C. R., Jr, Cope, M. T., &

Baschiera, B. (2022). The benefits of intergenerational wisdom-sharing: A randomized

controlled study. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(7),
4010. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19074010
Piotrowski, S. J., Berliner, D., & Ingrams, A. (2022). The power of partnership in open

government. The MIT Press.

Salas-Pilco, S. Z., Xiao, K., & Oshima, J. (2022). Artificial intelligence and new
technologies in inclusive education for minority students: A systematic review.
Sustainability, 14(20), 13572. https://doi.org/10.3390/su142013572

Selfgovs. (2023). Empowering self-governing societies: How decentralized
communities can complement government efforts.
https://medium.com/®@selfgovs/empowering-self-governing-societies-how-decentralized-
communities-can-complement-government-eca3ca647b77

Thornhill-Miller, B., Camarda, A., Mercier, M., Burkhardt, J. M., Morisseau, T.,
Bourgeois-Bougrine, S., Vinchon, F., El Hayek, S., Augereau-Landais, M., Mourey, F., Feybesse,
C., Sundquist, D., & Lubart, T. (2023). Creativity, critical thinking, communication, and
collaboration: Assessment, certification, and promotion of 21st century skills for the future of
work and education. Journal of Intelligence, 11(3), 54.
https://doi.org/10.3390/jintelligence11030054

United Nations. (2006). The international forum for social development, social
justice in an open world, the role of the United Nations. New York: Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, Division for Social Policy and Development.

United Nations. (2015). Transforming our world: The 2030 agenda for sustainable
development. Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Sustainable Development.

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

Watene, K. (2022). Reimaging the human-environment relationship, indigenous
philosophy and intergenerational justice.
https://collections.unu.edu/eserv/UNU:8829/UNUUNEP_Watene_RHER.pdf

Produced by University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing, 2024 11


https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/why-face-to-face-meetings-matter-strategic-bina-palopoli/
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19074010
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, Vol. 11 [2024], Iss. 2, Article 4.

Fang Lei, PhD, MPH, RN, is the Managing Editor of the Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies,
and an Assistant Professor at School of Nursing, University of Minnesota. Her highest degree is Doctor of
Philosophy in Nursing from the University of California Los Angeles. Fang’s research areas of interest are
cancer prevention and care, cross-cultural research, and instrument development. Fang has worked with
several journals as a reviewer and guest editor. She has published more than 40 research articles as the
first author, and is the author of a chapter and a reviewer for other chapters in Fundamentals of Nursing
(S. Miner, Ed.)

Correspondence about this article should be addressed to Fang Lei at flei@umn.edu.

https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v11i2.6292 12



https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v11i2.6292

