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Abstract: Telling the stories of people who risked their lives to save victims of the Holocaust through 

music is the focus of a project called The Garden of the Righteous. This project was introduced in a 
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THE STORY-TELLING PROJECT 

 

Telling the stories of people who risked their lives to save victims of the Holocaust is 

the focus of a project called The Garden of the Righteous, presented by Naye Strunes, 

a Minneapolis-based Yiddish music ensemble founded by violinist, teacher, and 

composer Gitl Eisner. A recent article in the Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership  
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Studies, Righteous among the Nations: Music Without Borders (Eisner et al., 2019), 

explores the foundations of this project: 

  

 The Jewish tradition of the tzadikim nistarim (hidden righteous persons), whose role 

in life is to justify the purpose of humankind in the eyes of God, and who stand 

between us and the judgment we collectively deserve when we act on base 

motivations (Philologos, 2008).  

 The more than 24,000 people who have been memorialized as Righteous among the 

Nations in the Garden of the Righteous at Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust 

Remembrance Center in Jerusalem. 

 The compelling stories of the actions of these people, from many places in the world, 

including Imre Báthory in Hungary; Eivind Berggrav in Norway; Lambertus and 

Greitje de Groot in the Netherlands; Feng Shan Ho, Chinese Consul-General in Vi-

enna; Mustafa and Zayneba Hardaga in Yugoslavia; Žanis and Johanna Lipke in Latvia; 

Irena Sendler in Poland; Metropolitan Stefan of Bulgaria; Chiune Sugihara, Japanese 

diplomat in Lithuania; and Elisabeth Wust in Germany.  

 The knowledge gained by studying these righteous people and their cultures, and 

what drew them to act when others stood by or acquiesced in evil. Sources include 

The Altruistic Personality: Rescuers of Jews in Nazi Europe (Oliner & Oliner, 1988), 

and Riane Eisler’s writings on Partnership and Domination Systems (Eisler, 2018a, 

2018b).  

 The surviving remnant, and now the contemporary revival, of Yiddish culture in 

many places, a worldwide Yiddishland. 

 The role of klezmer music in Yiddish history and culture: a spiritual practice in pre-

carious times. 

 Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), or Doctors without Borders, whom the members of 

Naye Strunes regard as modern-day Righteous among the Nations. 
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A TIME OF PANDEMIC: CREATING VIRTUAL LEARNING 

 

Members of Naye Strunes have shared stories of the Righteous, accompanied by klezmer 

interludes and followed by discussions, more than 50 times, in churches, libraries, and 

community centers in Minnesota. In early 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic made 

group gatherings impossible at the same time that the need to address racial injustice 

became more evident than ever, the group began work to adapt to a virtual format.  

 

The first stage was the creation of an hour-long documentary video, The Garden of the 

Righteous. The video recounts the heroism of Imre Báthory, who sheltered Jews on his 

farm near Budapest, passing them off as his relatives; Frans and Mien Wijnakker, who 

hid many Jewish people in their farmhouse in the Netherlands, at one point faking a 

pregnancy so that a baby born in hiding could be passed off as theirs; Lilly Wust, who 

sheltered her lesbian partner, visited her in jail after she was arrested, and then hid 

three other Jewish woman in her home even though she was under Gestapo surveillance; 

Irena Sendler, who smuggled 2,500 children out of the Warsaw Ghetto, even after being 

arrested and tortured, and recorded their birth names and new names on papers 

preserved in glass jars buried in her yard; and Chiune Sugihara, a Japanese diplomat in 

Lithuania who went against orders and handwrote more than 6,000 visas for refugees 

at the outbreak of World War II. These passages are combined with klezmer interludes 

and an explanation of the role of klezmer in Yiddish culture, the story of Oyneg Shabbos 

in which documentation of life in the Warsaw Ghetto was preserved for posterity, and 

information about the work of MSF. The documentary video is at tinyurl.com/gotrvideo 

 

Stu Janis, tsimbalist in Naye Strunes, who produced the video along with Gitl and Dugi 

Eisner, says, 

   

When we presented Garden of the Righteous to live audiences, Gitl would tell 

most or all of the stories, and the other band members would listen. That 

changed in the video, where each story has a different narrator. My roles in the 

http://tinyurl.com/gotrvideo
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video production included narrating one of the stories, scouring the web for 

images to accompany all the stories, and assembling the images and audio to 

create the video. Near the beginning of the program, Gitl asks viewers to 

consider the question, "Would I have the courage to help others in great danger, 

knowing that my involvement would jeopardize not only my life, but the lives of 

my family?" I know I would have a hard time answering that question in the 

affirmative, and the research I conducted while finding images for the video gave 

me an entirely new appreciation for the bravery of these righteous heroes, as 

well as for the risks and sacrifices involved in their acts of courage.  

 

 

SCHOLARS DISCUSS THE DOCUMENTARY  

 

The resulting documentary video was so compelling and raised so many questions about 

the Holocaust and its resonance with and implications for current events in the US and 

in many other countries, that Naye Strunes convened a panel of scholars to discuss 

these themes. The recorded panel discussion, produced by Stu Janis, is at 

https://youtu.be/56l9nUS9Ufo/ and the extensive reference list generated by the 

scholars is at the end of this article. 

 

The scholars are: 

 

 Riane Eisler, BA in Sociology, JD, DHL(hon), author of The Chalice and The Blade: 

Our History, Our Future; The Real Wealth of Nations: Creating a Caring Economics; 

and Nurturing Our Humanity: How Domination and Partnership Shape Our Brains, 

Lives, and Future (co-authored with Douglas Fry). She was a child Holocaust refugee 

with her parents, and her research into alternatives to systems of Domination was 

influenced by these early experiences.  

https://doi.org/110.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966
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 Kathryn Agnes Huether, MA in Musicology and in Religious Studies from the University 

of Colorado at Boulder, and Doctoral Fellow in Historical Musicology and Ethnomu-

sicology at the University of Minnesota-Twin Cities. Her dissertation examines the 

myriad of Holocaust ‘voices’ specifically for sonic qualities and their resulting ef-

fects.   

 Dennis Peters, BS in Trumpet Performance, MA in Religious Leadership with empha-

sis in Interfaith Chaplaincy. He is a member of the Unitarian Society of Menomonie, 

Wisconsin, participating in leadership roles including supporting members with ill-

nesses, leading services, and conducting life celebrations.  

 Hannah Wilson, MA in Holocaust Studies, Doctoral Fellow studying material memory 

at archaeological excavations at Sobibór and Treblinka camp sites in Poland.  

 Marty Lewis-Hunstiger (moderator), BSN, RN, MA in Communications Studies.     

 

The people who became the major target of the Holocaust - the Jewish people living in 

Europe – have as a group and as individuals been marginalized, endangered, and 

scapegoated for centuries. The panel discussion was organized around four topics 

relevant to the actions of the Righteous among the Nations: 

  

 The political and social position of Jewish people in Europe, historically but with an 

emphasis on the 20th century. 

 The nature of the Ashkenazic culture that was nearly eradicated, including the role 

of music and the ethos it represented in relation to persecution. 

 The Domination sociocultural structure of Nazism, its perpetuation through the 

framing of narratives and through parenting practices, and the actions of the Right-

eous as countercultural. 

 The concept of allyship, as exemplified by the Righteous toward the Jews during the 

Holocaust, and in actions by Righteous people that are needed today in aid of en-

dangered and marginalized individuals and communities. 
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In reflecting on the panel discussion, participant Dennis Peters links the Anti-semitism 

incorporated into the New Testament gospels (Crossan, 1995) and the writings of Martin 

Luther (1543/2020) to the targeting of Jews through the centuries, from the Middle 

Ages through The Third Reich, and its resonances in the underground movements in 

many countries, the history of the State of Israel, the cultural influences of Ashkenazic 

and Sephardic Jews, and the persistence of Nazism. He says: 

 

I learned of the need for allies, not only for Jews, the Roma, those with disabil-

ities – all sent to the gas chambers – but also for the modern-day persecuted: 

non-whites in our culture, the LGBTQ, practitioners of Islam, and many others. 

May we all have our eyes opened and look for ways to help! 

 

 

SPIRITUAL RESISTANCE IN THE WARSAW GHETTO: MAINTAINING HUMANITY 

 

Among the stories told in the documentary video, one of the most poignant is about the 

Ringelblum Archive, a collection of documents chronicling life in the Warsaw Ghetto, 

collected and preserved in buried milk cans by a group codenamed Oyneg Shabbos (Joy 

of the Sabbath), including historians, writers, rabbis, and social workers, and led by 

Jewish historian Emanuel Ringelblum. Yael Weinstock Mashbaum, in his article, What 

We Value – Spiritual  Resistance During the Holocaust (n.d.), describes the different 

ways that individuals sought to maintain their humanity and core values in the face of 

Nazi dehumanization. Jewish people and other groups of non-Jews who were interned 

and exterminated during the years of the “Final Solution” faced systematic modes of 

degradation imposed by the Nazi regime that made basic survival a nearly 

insurmountable challenge. Mashbaum explains that religious observance, cultural 

programs, education, and art in the setting of poverty and starvation constituted acts 

of spiritual resistance, of a struggle not only against annihilation but for humanity, for 

normalcy, for life.  

https://doi.org/110.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966
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A portion of our documentary video describes the conditions in the Warsaw Ghetto, 

where nearly half a million people were interned in an area of 3.4 square kilometers. 

Overcrowding, starvation, cold weather, and lack of access to basic hygiene made this 

population especially susceptible to a deadly typhus epidemic that swept through the 

ghetto during 1941. A recent study by Stone et al. (2020), featured on the podcast 

Science Friday (Flatow, 2020), examines a mathematical model of epidemiological data 

from the Warsaw Ghetto during this period. The data show a sudden unexpected 

reduction in deaths from typhus in the winter of 1941, just when mortality would be 

most likely to increase sharply. The study links this sudden change to dramatic public 

health interventions initiated by residents of the ghetto beginning in the fall of 1941, 

and documented in the Ringelblum Archive, as well as through survivor testimony and 

in personal diaries from the ghetto. Stone describes an extensive public health 

education campaign conducted by professional doctors and scientists, as well as by 

social and medical organizations within the ghetto, under nearly impossible conditions. 

This campaign included hundreds of public lectures and seminars on epidemiology and 

sanitation, with a single lecture sometimes attended by more than 900 people. Despite 

extreme overcrowding and widespread starvation, thousands of people followed the 

rigorous health guidelines to the extent the environment allowed, and thus contributed 

to lowering transmissibility below a critical threshold, likely bringing the epidemic to 

an early sudden halt (Stone et al., 2020).  

  

These individuals sought to preserve life and improve the health of interned people, in 

the midst of death and overwhelming hardship, knowing that long-term survival beyond 

the ghetto was unlikely. This act of spiritual resistance, carried out inside the walls of 

the ghetto, was the struggle for, and affirmation of, humanity from within, in direct 

opposition to the destruction of life that was the ghetto’s purpose.    
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SPIRITUAL RESISTANCE AMONG VULNERABLE PEOPLE AND THEIR ALLIES 

 

There are many examples of spiritual resistance by Jews and others during World War 

II. How does that differ from physical resistance? There were physical uprisings in the 

Warsaw Ghetto and many other places: actual fighting against the monstrous actions of 

the German captors and their collaborators. But without the spiritual resistance that 

allowed Jews to preserve their dignity and humanity, there could not have been armed 

resistance. Spiritual resistance took many forms. For instance, prisoners Rudolf Vrba 

and Alfréd Wetzler carefully documented the activities at Auschwitz-Birkenau; they 

escaped in April 1944 and their information led to the halting of deportation of 

Hungarian Jews and saved thousands of lives (Vrba & Bestic, 1964).  

 

Resistance is not only the struggle ‘against.’ It is also the struggle ‘for.’ In Man’s Search 

for Meaning, a book reflecting on his imprisonment in Theresienstadt, Auschwitz, and 

Bergen-Belsen, physician and philosopher Victor Frankl concluded that in such a world, 

everything can be taken from a person but one thing: to choose one's attitude in a given 

circumstance – to choose one's own way. In ghettos and camps Jews struggled for 

humanity, for culture, for normalcy, and for life itself. They set up libraries, choirs, 

orchestras, and schools for children. The goal was maintaining humanity in very 

inhumane conditions. They strove to remain free in their souls, as most other freedoms 

were stolen from them.  

 

In a compelling example of spiritual resistance that continues to the present day, 

doctors imprisoned in the Warsaw Ghetto studied and recorded the physiological effects 

of slow starvation on the human body. These studies were meticulously documented 

and are still in use by scientists today; their value is inestimable because they can never 

ethically be duplicated. Subjects and doctors, knowing they would never get out of the 

ghetto alive, chose to participate as a form of spiritual resistance. Their participation 

remains as their legacy to all humanity. Or, as one imprisoned doctor put it, “You [the 

https://doi.org/110.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966
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participants and doctors] shall not wholly die.” (Ochayon, 2020). 

 

Gitl Eisner, founder of Naye Strunes, says:  

 

During the past year of pandemic, it has been easy to lapse into thoughts of 

boredom, inconvenience, deprivation, restriction, and fear of illness. To counter 

such thoughts, I find it helpful to focus on health-care workers, organizations 

such as MSF, and those of the past who made conscious choices to act from deep 

moral conviction, rather than to capitulate to fear. Spiritual resistance during 

the Holocaust is evident in the bravery of Jews hidden for long and terrifying 

periods of time in tiny spaces – closets, caves, underground bunkers. The same 

spiritual resistance is apparent in non-Jews who knew their neighbors were hiding 

people, but chose, at great personal risk, not to be informants. Victims and 

rescuers alike were able to maintain courage and dignity under degrading and 

terrifying conditions. These examples of spiritual resistance, working in 

partnership, fostered attitudes of hope rather than despair. 

 

Creating, building, fostering, advancing, and enhancing these partnerships of spiritual 

resistance, among vulnerable people and their allies, is the reason for this article – 

please share it as widely as you can.  

 

 

References 

Crossan, J.D. (1995). Who killed Jesus? Exposing the roots of Anti-Semitism in the Gospel story of the 

death of Jesus. HarperSan Francisco. 

Eisler, R. (2018a). Protecting children: From rhetoric to global action. Interdisciplinary Journal of Part-

nership Studies, 5(1), Article 7.  

Eisler, R. (2018b). Contracting or expanding consciousness: Foundations for partnership and peace. 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, 5(3), Article 5.  

Eisner, G., Hunstiger, G., & Lewis-Hunstiger, M. (2019). Righteous among the nations: Music without 

borders. Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, 6(1), Article 5. 

https://doi.org/10.24926/ijps.v6i1.1988   



Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, Vol. 8 [2021], Iss. 1, Article 11. 

 

 

 
 
https://doi.org10.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966      10 

 

 

Eisner, G., Eisner, D., & Janis, S. (Producers). (2020). Garden of the Righteous [Video file]. United States. 

tinyurl.com/gotrvideo/ 

Flatow, I. (Host) (2020, September 11). Against impossible odds, The Warsaw Ghetto stopped a typhus 

outbreak [Audio podcast segment]. In Science Friday. Science Friday Initiative. 

https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/warsaw-ghetto-typhus/ 

Frankl, V. (1946/2006). Man’s search for meaning. (I. Lasch, trans). Beacon Press. 

Janis, S. (Producer). (2020). Garden of the Righteous: A panel discussion. [Video file]. 

https://youtu.be/56l9nUS9Ufo 

Luther, M. (1543/2020). On the Jews and their lies. Dalton, T. (ed.). Clemens and Blair.  

Mashbaum, Y. (n.d). What we value - Spiritual resistance during the Holocaust. 

https://www.yadvashem.org/articles/general/spiritual-resistance-during-the-holocaust.html 

Ochayon, S. (2020). Spiritual and armed resistance. [ Video file]. Yad Vashem International School for 

Holocaust Studies. https://youtu.be/941DvC2AFVs 

Oliner, S.P. & Oliner, P.M. (1988). The altruistic personality: Rescuers of Jews in Nazi Europe. New York: 

The Free Press/Macmillan Inc.  

Philologos. (2008). The thirty-six who save the world. Forward, May 22, 2008. Retrieved from 

https://forward.com/culture/13406/the-thirty-six-who-save-the-world-01872/ 

Stone, L., He, D., Lehnstaedt, S. & Artzy-Randrup, Y. (2020). Extraordinary curtailment of massive typhus 

epidemic in the Warsaw Ghetto. Science Advances, 6(30). DOI: 10.1126/sciadv.abc0927 

Vrba, R. & Bestic, A. (1964). I cannot forgive. Grove Press 

 

 

Reference List – Garden of the Righteous Panel of Scholars Discussion 

 

BOOKS 

Bartal, I. (Year). The Jews of Eastern Europe, 1772 – 1881. (C. Naor, trans.). University of Pennsylvania 

Press. 

Bohlman, P. (2008). Jewish Music and Modernity. Oxford University Press.  

Brenner, H. (2004). The Girls of Room 28: Friendship, Hope, and Survival in Theresienstadt. Thorndike 

Press. 

Brounstein, M. (2017). Two among the Righteous Few: A Story of Courage in the Holocaust (2nd Ed). 

Dorrance Publishing Co. 

Carroll, J. (2001). Constantine's Sword: The Church and the Jews: a History. Houghton Mifflin Company.  

Crossan, J.D. (1995). Who Killed Jesus? Exposing the Roots of Anti-Semitism in the Gospel Story of the 

Death of Jesus. HarperSan Francisco. 

https://doi.org/110.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966
http://tinyurl.com/gotrvideo
https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/warsaw-ghetto-typhus/
https://youtu.be/56l9nUS9Ufo
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yadvashem.org%2Farticles%2Fgeneral%2Fspiritual-resistance-during-the-holocaust.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cb06998add94d404ebded08d8fbf23628%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637536364991070902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=d3YkmPDoObA8susz4WjCmTzgWeZ%2Bjp9f5D4d2UUbo70%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F941DvC2AFVs&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf62d299e568b4e2fcb9908d8fe06819d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637538651177120722%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rZNyaNr2Wf96NTNCyk%2BxEfv5tDLOVe3EE%2BqKmBWw8VQ%3D&reserved=0
https://forward.com/culture/13406/the-thirty-six-who-save-the-world-01872/


Eisner et al.: Righteous Among the Nations: Honoring Spiritual Resistance 

 

 
 
Produced by University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing, 2021      11 

 

Cypess, R. & Sinkoff, N., eds. (2018). Sara Levy’s World: Gender, Judaism, and the Bach Tradition in 

Enlightenment Berlin. University of Rochester Press.   

Eisler, R. (1987). The Chalice and the Blade: Our History, Our Future. HarperCollins. 

Eisler, R. & Fry, D. (2019). Nurturing our Humanity: How Domination and Partnership Shape Our Brains, 

Lives, and Future. Oxford University Press   

Feldman, W.Z. (2016). Klezmer: Music, History, and Memory. Oxford University Press.  

Florence, R. (2010). Emissary of the Doomed: Bargaining for Lives in the Holocaust. Viking (Penguin 

Group). 

Frankl, V. (1946/2006). Man’s search for meaning. (I. Lasch, trans). Beacon Press. 

Gruber, R.E. (2002). Virtually Jewish: Reinventing Jewish Culture in Europe. University of California 

Press.  

HaCohen, R. (2011). The Music Libel against the Jews. Yale University Press.  

Hassing, A. (2014). Church Resistance to Nazism in Norway, 1940 to 1945. University of Washington 

Press. 

Helm, S. (2014). Ravensbruck: Life and Death in Hitler's Concentration Camp for Women. Nan A. Talese 

/ Doubleday. 

Kaufman, T. (2017). Luther’s Jews:  A Journey into Anti-Semitism. Oxford University Press. 

Lawson, T. (2006). The Church of England and the Holocaust: Christianity, Memory, and Nazism. 

(Studies in Modern British Religious History, Volume 12). Boydell Press. 

Lewin, R.G. (ed.). (1991). Witnesses to the Holocaust:  An Oral History. Twain Publishers. 

Loeffler, J.B. (2010). The Most Musical Nation: Jews and Culture in the Late Russian Empire. Yale 

University Press.  

Luther, M. (1543/2020). On the Jews and their Lies. Dalton, T. (ed.). Clemens and Blair.  

Mouillot, M.R. (2015). A Fifty-Year Silence. Broadway Books. 

Oliner, S.P. & Oliner, P.M. (1988). The Altruistic Personality: Rescuers of Jews in Nazi Europe. The Free 

Press/Macmillan Inc. 

Petterson, P. (2003). Out Stealing Horses: A Novel. (A. Born, trans.) Publisher. 

Potok, C. (1978). Wanderings: Chaim Potok’s History of the Jews. Ballantine Books. 

Rieger, L. W. (2005). Negotiating the German-Jewish: The Uncomfortable Writing of Karl Emil Franzos. 

[Doctoral Thesis, University of Minnesota]. https://core.ac.uk/display/4715763 

Shandler, J. (2006). Adventures in Yiddishland: Postvernacular Language and Culture. University of 

California Press.  

Slobin, M. (Ed). (2000). Old Jewish Folk Music: The Collections and Writings of Moshe Beregovski. 

Syracuse University Press. 

Snyder, T. (2015). Black Earth: The Holocaust as History and Warning. Crown Publishing Group. 

Spiegelman, A. (1986). Maus.I: A Survivor’s Tale. My Father Bleeds History. Pantheon. 



Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, Vol. 8 [2021], Iss. 1, Article 11. 

 

 

 
 
https://doi.org10.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966      12 

 

 

Strom, Y. (2002). The Book of Klezmer: The History, the Music, the Folklore. A Capella Books/Chicago 

Review Press 

Synnestvedt, A. R. (2005). Over the Highest Mountains: A Memoir of Unexpected Heroism in France 

during World War Two. Intentional Productions. 

Wiesel, M. (ed). (1993). To Give Them Light: the Legacy of Roman Vishniac. Simon and Schuster. 

Walden, J., ed. (2015). The Cambridge Companion to Jewish Music. Cambridge University Press. 

Wlodarski, A. (2015). Music Witness and Holocaust Representation. Cambridge University Press.  

 

ARTICLES/TREATISES 

Brockell, G. (2020, March 3). Pope Pius XII Was Silent During the Holocaust. Now Vatican Records May 

Reveal Whether He Collaborated with the Nazis. The Washington Post. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/03/03/pope-pius-holocaust-vatican-records/ 

Eisner, G., Hunstiger, G., & Lewis-Hunstiger, M. (2019). Righteous Among the Nations: Music without 

Borders. Interdisciplinary Journal of Partnership Studies, 6(1). 

Fagin-Jones, S. (2018/19). Prosocialization: Lessons Learned from the Upbringing of Holocaust Heroes. 

Heroism Science: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 3(1), 1-15. 

Huether, K. A (2018). Did You Notice the Butterflies?: Behind the Headphones, Muted Memorializing and 

Curated Soundscapes at Treblinka. Reflections: AJC Alumni Journal, 2018, 28-35.  

Schaeffer, C. (2020). Hatred in Plain Sight. Smithsonian, 51(6), 62-71.  

 

CDs 

Naye Strunes. (2018). Naye Strunes [Album]. Eisners Klezmorim.  

 

FILMS 

Burns, K. & Joukowsky, A. (Directors). (2016). Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ war. [Film]. Public 

Broadcasting Service.  

Holland, A. (Director). (1990). Europa Europa. [Film]. Orion Pictures.  

Hodge, R. & Scott-Johnson, C. (2018). Rescue in the Philippines: Refuge from the Holocaust. [Film]. 3 

Roads Communications.  

 

 

 

Gitl (Judith) Eisner holds a Bachelor of Science in Music Education from the University of Connecticut. 

She has been a faculty member at the MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis, Minnesota since 1986, 

teaching private lessons and classes; performing in faculty recitals; participating in Bach's Lunches, Early 

https://doi.org/110.24926/ijps.v8i1.3966


Eisner et al.: Righteous Among the Nations: Honoring Spiritual Resistance 

 

 
 
Produced by University of Minnesota Libraries Publishing, 2021      13 

 

Childhood family programs, and special events; and leading the New Horizons String Ensemble. She is the 

founder of and a violinist in Womenperformhers, an ensemble specializing in chamber music by women 

composers. She is the founder and leader of Eisner's Klezmorim and Naye Strunes, and producer of CDs 

recorded by both groups. She has participated in KlezKanada, a Yiddish and Klezmer festival in Montreal, 

for eight summers, and the Weinreich Institute for Yiddish Language and Culture at New York University. 

She has presented programs at the International Association of Yiddish Clubs, the Minneapolis Yiddish 

Vinkl, schools, libraries, community centers, and senior residences. Her presentations include "Khupe" 

(the Yiddish wedding explained through music), "A Year of Jewish Holidays" (music, customs, food, and 

history from a secular perspective), and "Der Fidl Vos Redt" (her personal history in Yiddishland.)  

 

Gretta Hunstiger, BA, MN, grew up in Minneapolis, Minnesota and received a Bachelor of Arts in Global 

Studies and a Masters of Nursing from the University of Minnesota. She has studied the violin since child-

hood and has played professionally with various groups. She holds a special reverence for the timeless 

melodies and expressive modes of Klezmer music, and loves learning and performing Klezmer tunes with 

Gitl. She is honored to be part of the effort to keep this beautiful musical tradition alive. In addition to 

performing with Naye Strunes, Gretta works as a registered nurse in Minneapolis.  

 

Dennis Peters, BS, MA, is a member of the Unitarian Society of Menomonie, Wisconsin. He holds a Bach-

elor of Science in Music from the University of Wisconsin River Falls, and completed a long career in 

Information Technology in 2015. He is a recent graduate of United Theological Seminary in St. Paul, MN, 

with a Master of Arts in Religious Leadership, with emphasis in Interfaith Chaplaincy. He uses that back-

ground to participate in leadership roles, including supporting members with illnesses, leading services, 

and conducting life celebrations. 

 

Stuart Janis, BS, MS, is a musician and retired statistician who performs traditional music of many cul-

tures on hammered dulcimer, tsimbl, concertina, bowed psaltery, handpan, and mountain dulcimer.  

 

Marty Lewis-Hunstiger, BSN, RN, MA, is Editor-in-Chief of Creative Nursing: A Journal of Values, Issues, 

Experience, and Collaboration; and a member of the editorial board of the Interdisciplinary Journal of 

Partnership Studies.  

 

Correspondence about this article should be addressed to Gitl Eisner at maven.juditheisner@gmail.com 

or Marty Lewis-Hunstiger at mlewishunstiger@hotmail.com 


