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Abstract: The American Woodcock Conservation Plan calls for halting and reversing declines of American woodcock 
(Scolopax minor) populations through creation and management of early successional forest (ESF). Counts of displaying 
male woodcock along routes of the American woodcock singing-ground survey (SGS) are used to assess regional popu-
lation status and trends, and there is a need to assess whether SGS routes represent the region. We assessed whether indi-
vidual SGS routes (330-m buffers) in the Boreal-Hardwood and Prairie-Hardwood Transitions of Minnesota, USA, repre-
sented land covers within local landscapes, defined using simulated 10-minute blocks, and whether the routes, in aggregate, 
represented land covers of our study region. Our land covers included non-forest classes, age-based ESF (20 years), and 
persisting classes for deciduous-mixed and evergreen forests and woody wetlands. We found that the median value of 
mean absolute differences (MAD) between percentages for route buffer and block cover classes was 3.78 percentage points. 
Twenty-two of 81 (27%) route buffers had MAD values 5 percentage points. Within Minnesota, more of these routes (19 of 
22) occurred in the Boreal-Hardwood Transition than in the Prairie-Hardwood Transition. Relative to local landscapes,
route buffers most frequently and strongly underrepresented open water, barren land, evergreen ESF, persisting woody
wetlands, and woody wetland ESF and over-represented developed land and grassland-pasture. When we compared
routes in aggregate to our study region, the magnitude of percentage point differences for individual covers did not exceed
5, except for open water. Given the relatively small differences we observed, we conclude that SGS routes well represent
land covers within our study region.
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